428                              ART      IN      MANY      FORMS

Jews sang in choirs, and the inhabitants of ancient India were acquainted
with both song and instrumental music. Of wind, string, and per-
cussion instruments they had rich variety. In the British Museum is
a piece of Babylonian music dating from 1800 B.C.; it is written on clay
tablets, with Sumerian words and a Babylonian translation of the
same. It is similar to Chinese music, with its avoidance of semitones
and its use of five intercalated scale tones. In the accompaniment,
provided by an eight-stringed harp, free use was made of double
fingering.

DANGER   OF   "BAD"   MUSIC

The British Museum also possesses a document of baked clay giving
details of the eight campaigns of Sennacherib, King of Assyria, from
705 to 68 1 B.C. Following the siege of Jerusalem, the record adds that
Hezekiah made submission and paid tribute with treasure that included
gold, silver, precious stones, eye-paint, ivory couches and thrones, hides,
tusks and precious woods, " together with his daughter, and the women
of his palace and male and female musicians."

The Greeks, though no doubt versed in the theory of music, mainly
confined their attention to choral singing and string music. The flute
was also popular, and was taught in schools. Plato (427-347 B.C.), fully
appreciated the value of music, though he qualified his approval by
drawing a sharp and dividing line between what he held to be " good "
and "bad.*' Pleasing music, according to him, was not necessarily
the noblest, and bad music was " more dangerous than anything else."
'* Music," said the philosopher, " should render men noble and good.
Nothing penetrates the soul and dwells therein so much as rhythm
and harmony; therefore good music makes the listener good and refined,
while bad music spoils him."

Brass instruments have been used by the military from time
immemorial; the Romans, however, used them also for religious ser-
vices. At first, the Christian Church used only musica plena, chorals
consisting of full tones; it was not till about noo that "mensural"
singing came in, with its long and short notes. Discords and their
resolution were introduced as early as the I3th century by Franco of
Cologne.

The first experiments in the modern art of counterpoint, the
"" geometry of music," namely the rendering of several melodies
at once, were made by the Dutchman Dufay (i5th century) and the
Italian Costanzio Festa (i6th century). Opera originated in Italy about

OT   THE   EARLY   BRITONS
Of music in the British Isles in early times little is known. The harp
appears to have been introduced in Ireland about 1000 B.C. The horns
of animals were used for sounding signals of alarm, and incidentally
as drinking cups. In A.D, 609 Venantius Fortunatus made mention of